SOUTH WALTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Meeting Minutes – September 14, 2017
***PENDING APPROVAL***

Commissioners Present:  Jack Abbit, Tom Cooper, Charlotte Flynt, Maurice Gilbert, Thomas McGee, Mike Stange
Commissioners Absent:  Brian Christenson, (via phone conference) 
Call to Order:    
4:00 p.m. 
Special Item: Fire Prevention Week Proclamation
Chairman Gilbert read into the record a proclamation proclaiming October 8 –

October 14, 2017, as Fire Prevention Week in South Walton.

On behalf of the DeFuniak Springs Kiwanis Club, Attorney Youell presented Chief Talbert with a gift of appreciation for speaking at their July regular meeting.
On a motion duly made by Commissioner Flynt and seconded by Commissioner Stange, the Board approved the minutes of the August 14, 2017, Board of Fire Commissioners regular meeting. Commissioner Cooper abstained from voting due to his absence at the meeting.
On a motion duly made by Commissioner Cooper and seconded by Commissioner McGee, the Board approved the minutes of the August 29, 2017, Board of Fire Commissioners Public Budget Workshop. Commissioner Flynt abstained from voting due to her absence at the workshop.

Secretary/Treasurer Report:  Commissioner Flynt read the July 31, 2017, cash report into the record.

Attorney’s Report:  Rene Youell

On a motion duly made by Commissioner Abbit and seconded by Commissioner Flynt, the Board unanimously approved Attorney Youell’s August 2017 billing statement.

Fire Chief’s Report:
Chief Talbert reviewed the Emergency Response Report which included Beach Safety Response and the False Alarm Fee History Report.
Staff is continuing to closely monitor Hurricane Irma for department readiness, deployments and coordination with local, regional and state partners.
Chief Talbert attended the Florida Association of Special Districts meeting in Stuart, Florida on August 19, 2017.

SWFD’s new Rescue 2 has been placed in service.
SWFD supported the Alys Beach 5K on September 3, 2017.
Staff completed and presented our FY 2017/18 budget submittal in SWFD’s Public Budget Workshop.

Chief Talbert presented a Command and Leadership program at the Emerald Coast Command Symposium on August 23-24, 2017.

Chief Talbert attended the Walton County TDC Destination Improvement Meeting on September 7, 2017, where he presented recommended changes to the Beach Activities Ordinance.
Staff submitted the Fleet Maintenance/Logistics and Training Tower Project to
Walton County Planning and it is scheduled to be heard at their September 14, 2017 meeting.
A preliminary Budget Calendar was included in the Board packet.  
Included in the Fire Board packet were recognitions from citizens and visitors complimenting the excellent services they received from SWFD members.
Staff continues to monitor as well as work on County programs and projects that have an impact on the Fire District such as Event/Special Event Management, Beach Activities and the Parking/Traffic plans.
SWFD’s First Public Budget Hearing will be held at 5:01 pm on Thursday, September 14, 2017. 
SWFD’s Final Public Budget Hearing will be held at 5:01 pm on Tuesday, September 26, 2017. 
The next SWFD Board of Fire Commissioners meeting will be held Monday, October 9, 2017, at 4:00 p.m.

Committee Reports:  Commissioner Flynt deferred to Carole Martin to present the Pension Board Quarterly Report. The pension fund has earned 9.58% for the first 9 months of Fiscal 2017 which is above the expected rate of return of 8% for this year.  The expected rate of return was lowered by the pension board from 8% to 7.5% for future years. 
Unfinished/Old Business: None 
New Business: 
Fire Marshal Sammy Sanchez read Ordinance 17-01 Gate Access in its entirety.
A motion to accept the ordinance as written was duly made by Commissioner McGee and seconded by Commissioner Abbit. After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner McGee amended the motion to include an effective date and gates with 24-hour security. The amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Abbit. The Board unanimously accepted Ordinance 17-01 to include an effective date and gates with 24-hour security. The revised Ordinance will be presented at the next meeting.
Public Comment:  None
Adjourned:
The meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m. 
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